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factors who " deal for caps", similar to those brought
against the cloth factors *.
The principal groups among the manual workers in the
textile industries were four in number, namely, weavers,
spinners, wool-combers, and cloth-finishers.
The weaversa in the West Country were not independent TH*
producers, but worked for hire on material supplied by the weav*rs~
capitalist. They contracted with the clothier to weave the
yarn which he delivered to them into cloth of a certain
size : they carried it to their homes and did the work under
their own roofs : when the cloth was woven they took it
back to their employer and received the price of their
labour. This is essentially the wage system, since the
weavers had no property in the goods they manufactured.
But although they did not own the material, they usually
owned the instruments of production 3 in contradistinction
to the modern factory operative whose instruments are the
property of his employer. In later times it was apparently
exceptional for a weaver to hire his loom *, yet the practice
was common at an earlier period5. Where the loom was
owned by the clothier the work was not necessarily carried
on in his own workshop; the weavers worked on the hired
loom in their homes and paid a small quarterly rent6; they
lost, however, all economic freedom when they became tied
to one employer. The price of a loom varied: some cost two,
three or four guineas, others as much as eight or nine guineas7.
1  England's Improvement  (1677),   l62-    There were  also  factors in
provincial towns : ibid. 98-99.
2  The tradition of the weavers traced the origin of their craft to
Naamah ' sister was to Tubal Cain *:   The Triumphant Weaver (1682).
3  Parliamentary Papers (1802-3), vii. 38. But the employer might supply
the reeds and gears used in the loom for each class of work:   Unwin,
Hulme and Taylor, Samuel Oldknow and the Arkivrights, 46.
4  Parliamentary Papers (1802-3), vii. 321.
5  It was sanctioned in London in 1300, and forbidden at Norwich in
1511.    The Weavers' Act of Philip and Mary alludes to the ' unreasonable
rents' exacted.    See supra, vol. i. 479-480; infra, Appendix, p. 471, No. 5.
6  Transactions of the Devonshire Association^ viii. 331.    In Wiltshire,
in 1603, it was forbidden to " keep any looms going in any other house **
than that of the owner : Hist. MSS. Comm. Various, i. 75.
7  Parliamentary Papers (1802-3), vii. 41, 289, 321.   The price of a broad
loom in Scotland in 1681 was ^5 : Scott, Records of a Scottish Cloth Manu-
factory at New Mills, p. Ixxxvui.